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In Defence of 
 Ariſtocls to Authades, 


Concerning the 


| Soverei gnty & Promiſes 
Of GOD. 


From SAMUEL JornsoN, D.D. 
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GOD, and GOD in him, St. Joh. 1 Ep. 4. 16. 
' The LORD is mt flack concerning his Promiſe as fome Men 
count Slackneſs, but is ng fuffering to us-ward, not willing 


_—_— any * periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
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HEN I conſider the Genius and Temper of 
cour Holy Religion, which breathes nothir 
but Humility, Meekneſs, Benevolence 
Charity, together with Truth, Integrity, Can- 
dor and Well: meaning, and in a Word, every 
- - = * ® "Thing that is amiable and advantageous in 
Society, as well as honourable to Almighty GOD; I am 
to wonder that there ſhould be any Diſputes at all about it, or 
any one Article of it: But I am ſurprized and grieved that 
in the. Management of any Diſpute that may FN um to ariſe, 
through the Frailty of our Nature, there ſhould be any Tem- 
per indulged that too manifeſtly ſavours of much Self- Suffici- 
ency, and of much Malevolence and Bitterneſs of Spirit, or 
that any Method ſhould be uſed that has too obvious a Ten- 
dency'to lead many of the honeſt and well-meaning People 
into Miſtakes, who cannot be expected to be able to guard a- 
gainſt falacious Reaſonings, or cloſely to attend to the real 
Merits of the Cauſe. —- If they go into any groſly wrong 
Notions, or groundleſs and uncharitable Separations, it is we 
that miſlead them by ſuch Practices, and it is we that muſt 


anſwer for the fatal Effects of them; and it muſt be ſaid 
upon theſe melancholly Occaſions, Theſe Sheep, what have they 


done ? 


I is our Buſineſs to watch with the utmoſt Tendernefs over 
the Flock of CnxIsr, and to take the greateſt Care — 
— | | a -, 3 
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Ws EG Bo Strug agle ; for 1 do honeſtly 


ſtian pers © * Gd 2 28 for their 
Souls as thoſe that jor av event, But how, I beſeech 
you Sir, can we expect to give a Account of our Mi- 


ney, if in the Courſe of it, and eſpecially i 


anger, We have uſed Means that have a1 


than Trwb ; —— But I EY 
EE I am lth more e ing & = * Bone 
of 0 the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, and the Reputa> 
I as Miniſters of that holy Religion, 
= 3 ill Management, than — — 5 
8 the better of ee 
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E which, the:firſ Thing 1 would take; Notice of, is 


. 
Deſignuwas 


" its: Way, « of managing a Controverſy. 
ſhion about the Midd NE bd Country ollo 
ſome gruff Sort of People ſince, but has, of late, 

ly. :difuſed; even in diſputing with the Infidels thamſelves, by 
All honeſt and polite-Writers, who attend to . hut. the | 
Teal-Meritsof the Cauſe: And that for this gpod ſcriptural 
Nenſon, That be Wrath of Man wworketh nat the Babe 

4 E And if theſe Gentlemen were indeed he yo, 
nd; popiſh, inconſiſtent Creatures your Diſcourſe repreſents 
IF +F 1 to know what all this is to the real Pur- 
Argument ? It is not the Perſons, whether, they 


. or rocher, dn the real Paint ia; Claaſhgn Whych 


— to be conſidered. What then can this. Method 
I meerly to prejudice People giving them 
ing ?--- And, yet-this is the, main, Drift and Fen- 
above half of this ena Performance: of 
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ing me with miſunderſtanding and miſrepreſenting 
2 be ee of 0 * A between Mr. Cale nde : Mr. 
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is ing to the 

Mr. Case or I, were 4 Ferſuns immedi; 

concerned in the Controverſy, or whether I had exactly 
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iv v Deforee 75 Ariſt 


cording to -Ca/vir and the Synod of 1 which 
— his N 


Rodles, Ve * 5 
Arine ) as 778 upon the Sovereignty, 


as whether he or any of his Poſterity ſhapld ever gn rered. 
As wheths Man 49 — 'd as 1290 or fallen, alters n 
the Caſe : The Difficulty is only put a little further out 
Sight, but not altered or removed, ſince the Sin ad, Fall of 
Adem, as well as the Sin and Damnation of any of his P. 
Tity, muſt have been equally and arbitrarily by 
Who (as you teach Fo decreed or A age 
36 comes lo 2 I 


| Another Inſtance of this Artifice of your 8 1 in Dſpting 
raiſing an Odizm, is in P. 69. Where you ſay * 


« he then treat the dreadful Majeſty of Heaven and ki 
„ with a Reverence becoming his holy Profeſſion | ind Cha- 
% radter, when he ſpeaks of GOD's having a 1 | 
5. 0 laying the greateſt Number of his Creatures 
< ceſlity of being miſerable, and of his being NT, 
5. ſelfiſh View, and of his manifeſt Double-deali 

Now I humbly truſt, my Brother Jonathan, that Tha 
a Reverence for the dreadful Majeſty of Heaven; 
as you can be ſuppoſed to have; and I muſt think a n 
greater, as I am at the utmoſt Diſtance from ali of þ 
in ſuch a Manner as this: And I know every Intell 
gent Reader; and your ſelf too, muſt be ſenſible that 8, 9297 
thoſe Expreſſions only as evident Conſequencęs of Mr. oh S 
and your Doctrine: Tet this you have _— in the W 


Her of your ſetting them down, and left it ſo that 9. 90 55 
Ly 
ear 


Who are the Bulk of your Readers, would be t 22 
_ theſe were really my oun Sentiments in my own. 
| LE ' Fey were, they muſt be ſure to raiſe 1n them ah 
nd juſt Odium and Abhorrence — me. 
605 knows, and you muſt know, that it Was my ge 
Concern, and the great End of my "riting, | to ſecure 
Minds of poor miſtaken People from peru 7 inju- 
Figs and odious 4A pprehenſions 91 hic! ey cangot 
avgid being tempted to, while they Nena your | 2 15 
his Sqyereignty. . Lou ought therefore, if poſhb 
We cleared th theſe « from bem juſt <0 eee g Your 
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10 A Letter to Mr. Dickinſon, 
Doctrine, (which I am perſuaded you never can do,) than to 
break out into ſuch tragical Exclamations, and leave People to 
mimagine them to be my Notions of the Deity, when they are 
i, - neceſſarily implied in your on m. | MLS AE 


. - The laſt Inſtance of this Kind, I ſhall take Notice of, is, 
in P. 77. where you quote my Words, GOD muſt know exrery 
"Thing as being what it ts, neceſſary Events as being neceſſary, 
and contingent Events as being ſuch.— And you add upon it, 
« I am ſurprized to find a Gentleman of the Doctor's Ca- 
e pacity talk at this Rate! Does he indeed think there is | 
any Thing contingent with Reſpect to GOD ?”— Where, | 
by Contingent, you will mean uncertain, though I plainly 
meant Events depending on the free Actions of the Creatures. 

,—— Now Sir, I am equally ſurprized to find a Gentleman 

of your Capacity talk at this Rate Do you indeed 

think that I imagine there is any Thing contingent with Re- 
(Fre GOD as you explain it ?— I cannot think you do.— 

n 


„ 


eed I do not think there is any Thing nec2/ary with Re- 
| to GOD, beſtdes his own neceſſary Exiſtence and Per- 
fections, and what neceſſarily reſults from them) But why 
then, my Brother Jonathan, and with what Conſcience, could 
you break out in this pretended, this awful Surprize, unleſs | 
it were to ſet People a gaping at me, as a ſtrange unaccoun- 
table Mortal ?—— And, in the Name of all that is fair and 
ingenious, how could you quote thoſe very Words that I uſe 
in the ſame Breath to explain my ſelf, as though they mili- 
ttated againſt me ?— And pray tell me in your next; (for I 
* * b 1 you are to write again and again) whether you your- 
4 


* 
5 


If do not think, as well as I, that GOD, to whom nothing 
s uncertain, does not know all Things that are contingent (as 
well as neceſſary) with Regard to us as being ſuch ?— And 
then ceaſe to be ſurprized. „„ EG 


By the Way; before I proceed, it will be highly expedi- 
ent, for the Sake of common Readers, to define theſe Terms, 
neceſſary and contingent, — Now Events are then ſaid to be 

neceſſary, as to us, when they derive from the ſettled Courſe of 
Nature, the Laws of which are eſtabliſhed by the free Will, and 
-invariably executed by the Almighty Power of GOD, having 
no Dependance on our Will, nor have we, at all, any Power o- 
ver them, though they are meer arbitrary Conſtitutions * 


— — 


Will of GOD conformable to the Dictates of his infinite 
Wiſdom, and therefore can be known to him only as being 
his own Eftabliſhments.— Such are, The Deſcent of heavy 
Bodies to the Earth ;— The Revolutions of the Sun, Moon 
and Stars, and the Return of the Seaſons and Tides 
The Courſe of Vegetation and Senſation, and the Condition 
and Abilities of each Individual, &c.—— But by Contingent. 


Events, we mean ſuch as depend on our own free Wills and 


' Self-Exertions ; as that I am now writing, when I might, if 
I pleaſed, have been viſiting a Neighbour.— Theſe Things, 
being Fact, are as certain, and as certainly known, as the 
other ; but it by no Means follows that they are therefore ne- 
ceſſary; nor can they be, becauſe they immediately depend 


on our free Wills (who are intuitively conſcious of our free 


Agency) and not on the Will of GOD, (any otherwiſe than 
as our Exiſtence depends on his Will) who therefore does not 
know them becauſe he wills them; but he therefore knows 
them becauſe they are, by his intuitive Knowledge,. to which 
all Things, at once are preſent, in a Manner, indeed, which 


| we can have no Notion of, though we can demonſtrate that it 
Muſt be ſo.— Theſe Things therefore are contingent as de- 
pending on the Liberty of free Agents, and when future are, 


uncertain with Reſpect to us, though they are certain with 
Reſpect to GOD : But his certain Knowledge of them alters 
not their Nature any more than our certain Knowledge of them 
when they are Facts, alters the Nature of them; for he knows 
them as being what they are, i. e. as depending on the free Ex- 
ertions of his Creatures, according to that voluntary, ſelf-ex- 
erting Nature which he hath given them.— - So that your 
Surprize is wholly owing to the Confuſion of your own Ideas; 
your confounding Neceſſity with Certainty, and not diſtin- 
guiſhing between Contingency and Uncertainty, and from 
your groundleſs Imagination, that GOD can no otherwiſe 
know Things than by his having willed them ; which is 
the ſame as to ſay, it muſt be ſo meerly becauſe you cannot 
. conceive how it ſhould be otherwiſe. | 


This being premiſed, I proceed now in the next Place to 


conſider a few Things, ( which indeed comprehend all the 


reſt) that are Matters of Argument between us: Of which, 
J ſhall begin with that which is the Foundation of the others, 


occaſion'd by this Confufion of your Ideas, and is thus ex- 
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by * 2 few Wis Beſtfg his t Strptize of 
ur "DEL tar os; „ Unleſs we at b — 1 
2 Diſcord wid Farr among the — 
ie Decree, [I. 6. an AR of the Brite Wil on 
to each individ ro rſoh, necefſarth . — Kom 
ore-knbwled) 2 or ws rai, eternal Know! . of 
OD, —— i, I aſk whether there cm be 
Mez Arn to melt Woids Han this? That GOD'S | 
ving 4 Thing to be, with Reſpe& to each Individual, 
X ben, that he muſt have Willed it to be, or becauſe 
hows it, he muſt neceſſarily Will if 7 e. g. Becauſe 
Ne Aan would diſobey, therefore he muſt neceſſa- 
7. have willed his Diſobedience :=— Becauſe he knew 
. would feject and betray CR Is, therefore he mM 
ecellarily have willed his Apoſtacy and Treachery : And 
r the Ps Reaſon he muſt neceſſarily will all the Sins and 
MES Sof each Individual that ever were and will be com- 
Wed i in the World;— Is this your Doctrine, Sir ms. be- 
lee, 9755 you. will not own it in ſo many "Words.— But 
; pray tell 7 tell t if it does not neceſſarily follow from it, and is 
got ne iy implied! in it? Since you teach with the Af- 
That GOD hath foreordained, 7. e. willed whatfoe- 
"pals. I beg Leave to aſk further, Whether GOD' 
15 25 s approve and take Pleaſure in * > 7855 


55 5 $. I 1.— Now 1 what Seller f * 5 e reſt 
| = nay what more direct Op pol tion can there be than 
Doctrine of _your's makes b the tiatural and fnoral 
Attributes of OD It ſhocks me, I confeſs, only to men- 
tion ſuch horrid Thoughts, which are infinitely impoſſible to 
Bt true: But 1 belecch you Sir, how can it, be, but they muff 
be neceſſary Conſequences of this your Db&rine, That a 
« divine Decree, with Reſpect to _ individual Perſan, ne- 
*© ceflarily follows =p. e infinite, eternal Knowledge of 
of you, for GOD% Sake, Dear Sif, 


kho are fo eh 1%; afraid of Blaſp berg, chat you will Be 


| Afraid to aſſert fach þ tions of the 7 as ad O_ 
it l. For niy Part I can't but be of the Opinion 


8855 * hn a Thad Things with Reſpect es 
ree 
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ffee, volun Adons 6f — Which * was: 11h? 
| yer to will or deere in auy Seuſe. Ia fort, 
muſf, in the very Nature of it, be the fols Ob 
verſe Wills, nor cail it de the Ob- 


bell of his Will, alu i of purer Zjer hunt 1s l. i ne 


And gie ms Leave, Sir, upon this Oveaſion, fo! Meggen 

i Boy whether this Doctrine, a you — it, does noe 

| anavoidatily make che Almighty 2 neceſſary Agent, (which 

| > intel 2 nee Searle in ere :} for if GOP's De. 

follow from his Fore-knowledge, muſt he not 

neceſſarily wilt or decree every Thing that he Knows will be, 

and if 0, muſt he not neceſparily act in every Thing chat is ? 

For what is acting in the Deity but exerting his Alagbey 
Will ? + This Notion therefore ſeemeth tò me too 2 t&S 


infer that there can be no ſuch Thing as Liberty or free A. 
in GOD, nor indeed in any of his Creatures. If 8 


ae the ſame Nature with that ef Mr. Sen, 
of the famòus Infide! Authors of the 77 n. whe 
gave oat in Converſatidu, as I was told by Owns 
he had ford oat a Demonſtration agaimſt the Being: of = 
| GOD.f And what ſhould it be, but what he publiſhed 2 
few Years dfte?, vi, what he called, 4 Differration on Bi. 
Berty and Neff, wherein he pretends to demenſtrate har 
every Action in every Creature, is neceſſarily what it is: And 
his Arguments equally prove, as he defigned-they fhoald, > 
there can be no ſuch Thing as Liberty 5 ary Being, whe- 
ther GOD or Creature, and he argues from that very ſiftid 
Principle, which you, without any Proof take for granted, it! 
P. 45. That « the Will neceſſarily follows the neceſſy 
_ Aﬀent of the Mind,” or is neceffarily determined by the lat 
Judgment of the Underſtanding, as one Ball is by the Mo- 
tion 1. another Ball impinging againſt it. Hence he demen- 
ſtrates, that there" is no Liberty, and all is Fate; and 
| thehice it would , follow; fare enough that there i nd 
GOP ; for by 4 GOD we muſt: mean, if we mean 
amy Thing, an "inflaitely free, intelligent active. 
who is the great Creator and moral Gevefnor of the 
World. You _ find the fame abfard Cauſe pleaded in the 
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- celebrated Cars Letters, written by Mr. Trenchard, another. 


of | thoſe famous Authors of the Independent Beg, Vol: IV. 
168, &c. where he uſes juſt the ſame Arguments as you 


dohere, and wih the ſame Inconſiſteney and Self- Contradiction: 
And I would wiſh you and your Readers to read & conſider 


well Mr. Jachſen's Anſwers to both theſe Authors, where he b 


will find a complete Anſwer alſo to every Thing you have 


here alledged, on this Subject. — I am really grieved,” my 


Brother Jonathan, that you ſhould be found in ſuch unhap- 


py Company, and that any of your Notions ſhould: be ſo near- 
ty connected with their Doctrine of Fate, which is Atheiſm. 
At leaſt, it is too plain, though I believe you are not aware 
of it, that you, with theſe Authors, differ from us and the 


 Generality of Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe of the antient Church, 


in the very Notion of a GOD. And I will venture to fay, 


That I have too much Reaſon to believe, that the GOD which 
ſome People have of late deſcribed in this Country, as the 


GOD whom they worſhip, is not the GOD of Jrael, nor the 
GOD of Chriſtians.— The Liberty of the Divine Nature, (as 


well as all his other Perfections) is indeed a great, unfathom- 


but, as we are intuitively certain of our own 
Power of Self⸗Exertion and free Agency, ſo we can demon- 
ſtrate that GOD muſt be an infinitely free Agent, together 


able L 


with his other natural and moral Perfections, though it be 


infinitely beyond us to conceive of the Manner of them. — 


It muſt therefore, ſurely, be darkening Counſel, by Words wwith- 


ent Knowledge, to imagine, that aſſerting the Liberty of the 
Divine Will, will infer. a Jar among His Attributes, which 


you ſay, will be the Caſe, unleſs his Decrees zccef/arily follow 


from his infinite Knowledge : The Jarr is not in his Attributes, 


be hed ſaid, as you quote, * 66, 67. That Mr. Cooke's 


Which is alſo your Notion of the Divine Sovereignty does, 2 


Effect repreſent GOD - as laying his Creatures under a . Neceſſity 
of being what they are, whether good or bad, and conſequent- 
ly happy or miſerable. ——- In Anſwer to which, you aſk, 


« What does the Dr. mean by Neceflity. ?** Now Sir, in 
Anſwer to this, I muſt ſay, I cannot for my Life ſee how 
you could be at a Loſs to underſtand what I mean.——And 
though I had clearly ' diſtinguiſhed between Nece/ity and Cr: - 
tainty, yet after a Deal of metaphyſical Chicane, which you make 


uſe 
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uſe of for two or three Pages in Order to miſunderftand me- 

you will have it that all I can mean by Neceffity is nothing 

| Elſe but Certainy.— But, if you muſt yet be to ſeek for what 

1 mean by Neceflity, I would let you know that I mean juſt 
what every Man of plain common Senſe means by it, wiz. 

A State or Condition of Being in which a Man is fo placed, 
that however freely he may be ſuppoſed to act, it is abſolute- 
ly out of his Power, by any Means that are allowed him, to 
think or act otherwiſe than he does, or to be otherwiſe than 
he is. Perhaps you will underſtand me by ſome ſuch In- 
ſtance as this. I will ſuppoſe ſome unhappy Wretch, bom 
under, and intirely in the Power of an arbitrary ſovereign 

Prince, (if it were poſſible I would ſuppoſe him his Creature) 
who laid a Command upon him which he was ſo wicked as 
to break, as it was before deſigned he ſhould ; or perhaps 
his great Crime was to be deſcended of a Great-Grand-Fa- 
ther, who had diſobeyed ſome Command of his, long before 
this poor Creature was born.— The Sovereign, I will ſuppoſe 
had beforehand abſolutely reſolved he ſhould be hanged ; But 
for the Fancy of the Thing, or purely to pleaſe himſelf, and 
gratify a capricious Humour of his, commands him to lift a 
Weight of 10000 Pounds, and heave it to the Diſtance of a 
Mile, and tells him, if he will do this, he will give him an 
Eftate of 10000 a Year ; and if he will not do it, he ſhall 
certainly be hanged : And at the ſame Time, promiſes and 
deſigns him no Manner of Help or Means whereby he might 
be enabled to accompliſh it.— It is true he ſpeaks very kind- 

ly to him, and gives him ſeveral great Encouragements, ex- 
- preſſed juſt like Promiſes :— He tells him, if he will be «p 
and doing he will be with him, and that if he will tugg and 
ſtrive and pray for Help, his Labour Hall not be in vais 
But he means theſe only for Encouragements to put the poor F 
Creature upon the Struggle, becauſe he does not know but i 
the Sovereign means ſomething by theſe Zacauragements, and q 
perhaps may help him-at this dead Lift. However the = 
Truth of the Matter at the Bottom is, that he never intends 4 
to help him, having beforehand abſolutely reſolved he ſhall I 

be hanged, and without Help he can no more ſtir the Weight 
than create a World. Now I humbly conceive (and I 
would ſubmit it to your Judgment) that this unhappy Wretch J 
is under a Neceſſity of diſobeying and being hanged. And 1 
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I can't ſor my Life think but every Man of common Senle 


muſt think ſo as well as J. 


Again, for the further Illuſtration of this Buſineſs of Necef- | 
I, I will moreover ſuppoſe, that this Sovereign has, from | 
his on certain *Knawledge and meer Motion pitched upon 
two or three Favourites among a 100 ſuch Criminals, upon 
each of which he is abſolutely reſolved to beſtow zn Eſlate 
of 10000 a Vear.— He tells them, It is true, yon deſerve 
to be hanged as well as the reſt; but if you will liſt and 

| heave this Weight, you ſhall have the Eſtate as above ;, and 

tt having certain Engines in his Power by Which the Weight can 

13 be eaſily raiſed and ꝓrojecled, he puſhes them on in Spight 

_ of their Teeth, or, (to uſe your .own Way of Speaking he 

WW ©  Anvincibly :infiucnces them (under which invincible Influence 

1 they are meerly paſſive) to make Uſe of thoſe Engines; which 
do the Buſimeſs for them.] know not what others may think, 

but to me it ſeemeth evident that theſe Perſons are under a Ne- 
Keſſity of doing what they do, and being what they are; for as 

#heSovereign had ordered Matters, Things could not poſſibly be 

Sthetwiſe. I believe Sir, you may by theſe Inflances 

underſtand abt 7 mean by Nec/ity.—— And pray tell me 

ain your next, Whether thoſe poor Creatures firſt ſuppoſed are 
mot under an invincible Neceſſity of diſobeying and being 
thang'd ?!—— And whether there was not manifeſt -Double- 

Dealing in the Sovereign towards them ?—— And whether 

any Thing but a meer ſelfiſn View at gratifying his own ca- 

pricious Humour could put him upon ſuch a Management ?— | 

And laſtly, Whether theſe Inſtances are not juſt Reſemblances 

of your own Doctrine? Not of the Conduct of the Dei- 

ty; no, GOD forbid ! But of your Repreſentation of it ?= 

Only the Caſe would have been much worſe, if the Sove- 

reign cou!d have been ſuppoſed to be the Creator, Father. and 

Author of them. f 5 i 3 TBA 


And now I have thus fairly explained what I mean by 
;\Necefity, I beg Leave, in my Turn to aſk you, Sir, in the 
Name of plain common Senſe, what you mean, when yqu 
ſay, ft. with regard to the Bad, P. 39. * He that neceſſarily 
, continues a wicked Creature, muſt neceſſarily, by that very 
Means be the faulty Cauſe of his own Deſtruction ? Do 
you mean that a Man can properly be ſaid to be W in 
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doing what it is impoſſible for him not to do : Qr 
char * is to Blame ov doing what he neceſſarily does, and 
can't help it ?——— And that it is fit and right that he 
ſhould be puniſhed with exquiſite and eternal Torments, for 

| doing what it was never poſſible for him to avoid, or not d« 
ing what it was never poſſible for him to perform } —— 
And. 2ndly, When you ſay, with Reſpect to the Good, P. 43. 
« Though there be no Force in the Caſe, yet the Holy 7215 
7 


6© invincibly inffuences the Will, ſo that the Sinner is neceſ} 


that a Man can be ſaid to be invincibly wrought upon with- 
out Force? Or to be neceſſitated to act freely, or to act 


poſſible for the ſame Thing to be and not to be in the ſame 
Time ?- I can't but think when you have fairly anſwered 
theſe Queſtions, and cleared up thoſe Expreſſions ſo as to make 


Underſtanding of each other.— 


I had ſaid, that I cannot reconcile it with the Wiſdom 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs of GOD to give Being to any 
of his Creatures without putting them into a Condition that 

| exould render Being dcfireable to them, or to put them into a 

Condition that is <vorſe than not to be, but for their own perſonal 
voluntary Fault in acting in Oppoſition to his holy Will. P. 73. 
This you ſay is © nothing to the Purpoſe,” with a >< L 
2dly, 3dly and Athly, all which 1 cannot think your intelli- 
gent Readers will think any Thing to the Purpoſe. How- 

5 ever let them ſeriouſly conſider, and try and judge for them- 
ſelves. . No Sir nothing, in my humble Opinion can be 
to the Purpoſe, but to eſtabliſh thoſe two Principles, which I 
told you good honeſt Dr. Twwiſſe, in his ſcholaſtical Way, un- 
dertakes to maintain, F viz. ft. That it is better to be eternally 
miſerable than not to be: And therefore, 2ndly, That it may 
conſiſt with the Fuftice and Goodneſs of GOD to inflit exquiſite 
and endleſs Miſery upom innocent Creatures, i, e. ſuch as were ne- 
ver capable of formal or adtual Sin.— — In this now Dr. 
{wifſe was downright honeſt ; though I will not anſwer for 
the Soundneſs of his Intelle& in maintaining theſe Points. 


. T See his Vinditige Gratie. k 
5 . - * 


\ * 


WP * 


OD oy add ace 3 We! by, "2 3 7 * * os ns * 4 4 7 LL = i 1 ba "a * * 5 N Ns £ * 7 41 } = 
1 * ** 1 *.8) 9p a » + af iv BY 2. y. # " L 4 , * c 
, ? off Ari 1 8 a 1 
: 0 4 . q ” 
: 7 + . „ 4 1 11 % '% L l 8 * & * 7 


« though freely drawn to CHRIST ?''— Do you mean 


both neceſſarily and freely in the ſame AQ? i. e. That it is 


ain Senſe of them, you and I ſhall ſoon come to a right 


However 
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Mr. Cool. And though 1 truſt that you are an honeſt : 


me, or any one elſe? Had we a Being when Adam fell ?— | 


good, and wholly inclined to all Evil and that continually.” — 
| - faded would be to be put into a Condition infinitely. worſe 


r 


Being.“ And accordingly even good Dr. Wates, in his | 1 


ewe may reaſonably thank GOD for our Creation, altho* 
ve find, we come into Being in a much leſs- perfect 


2 8 4 Le *. ” A. 0 Di ki © 2 Se 
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However he had Senſe enough to fee that- they v he Wh. | | 
mental to his Scheme, which was the ſame with-your's;/antl | 


Man too; yet perhaps it may be no great on, th: |þ 
doubt whether you are quite ſo honeſt as he; for if yo waz, 
"methinks you maſt have fallen to Work as he did, upon 
*cedring up theſe fundamental Points: For who ſees not, that 
iF thele be not true, your's muſt be falſe ?!— You indeed i 
alk, Did not GOD when he gave Being to Man at firſt, 
put him into a State that was much better than not to be? "i 
'T anſwer, I believe ſo Sir, but pray what is this to you, or to 


Did we exiſt 70 Years ago? id he not make you 
"and me as well as Adam #—— And did he not then -firſt | 
pive us our Being when we were conceived” and born? Is 
dhe not the Father of our Spirits, and the Former of our Bo- 
"dies ? And as Job and David fay, Hath not his Hand made | 
ust and faſhioned us? Were we not born juſt ſuch 'Crea- ; 
- And did he not 

then put ur into a State of Being better than not to be, every | 
Thing confidered ?— I, for my Part am perſuaded he did; 
"otherwiſe I could not thank him for my Creation, as I dai- | 


I do 3 and fo muſt every one elſe, I think, unleſs he 77] 


charge GOD faoliſely.— For Fear of which, I dare not agree 


with the Aſſembly of Divines (whereof, if I remember right 
Dr. Teviſſe was Prolocutor) in their Notion of Original Sin, 


a Corruption of 'our Nature, (meaning by Nature that Condition | 
wherein we were born) hereby, ſay they, We are 2 
inaiſpoſea, diſabled and made oppoſite to all that is ſpiritually | 


ow what is this but a Deſcription of Devils incarnate, this 


than not to be—mage utterly oppoſite to all good, and wholly in- 
'clined to all Evil This is ſhocking indeed! And no Help, 
no Hope! Who could thank GOD for giving him ſuch a | 
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Condition, 
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Injury and Diſhonour than to repreſent our Nature as being 
made ſuch as here deſcribed, when we. firſt come out of his 
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the real Senſe of it! 
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ſcriptural and unnatural - Notions of Original Sin, as to ſay, 
| That « an intelligent Creature cannot wich Reaſon bleſs GO \ 


« or give Thanks to the Author of his Being, for his Exiſt- | 
. ence, cannot thank GOD for creating him. —. Strange l 
that ſo good and ingenious a Man, after ſo many Rules as, he 


has given to guard againſt Prejudices, ſhould. be ſo far under 


the Influence of them as to entertain and inculcate ſuch Doc- 
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Ruin and Recovery, P. 368, 369, is ſo far miſled by theſe un - 


trine; and ſuch kard and unworthy Thoughts of the Father of 


Mercies |— For who ſees. not, if he will but a little conſider, 
that it is impoſſible a holy and good GOD ſhould. produce 
ſach Beings, and that. therefore we cannot do him a greater 


pure and holy Hands? And I muſt ſay, it is really ſurprizing 


that fach a grave Body of Divines ſhould teach ſuch Dodrins 


and alledge a Number of Texts to prove it, which ſpeak not 


of that Condition wherein we were made or born, but of the 
Condition of Men who by their own actual Sins had corrupt- 


ed their Ways by knowingly and wilfully living in all Man- 


ner of Vice and Wickedneſs, as any one may ſee that reads 
and conſiders them carefully.— It is indeed ſorrowful to ſee, 


not only on this, but many other Heads, with what a ſtrange 


Inattention and Careleflneſs, even many Divines read and 


quote the Holy Scriptures ; firſt making Doctrines out of 
their own Heads, and then alledging a Number of the meer 
Sounds. of Scripture to prove them, without any Attention to 
— If there be ſome Texts that, at firſt 


* 


Condition than we might have done if Adam had not 
fell, and though. we are in a State much ſhort of that 
- original perfect Law of our Nature which is called ori- 
gina Righteouſneſs For our Being though imperfect, or 


.. leſs perfect, is yet deſirable. How much better then is 


the Moderation wherewith our Church hath expreſſed 
tmis Doctrine (who at the ſame Time. teaches us to thank 


203 GOD for our Creation) in only ſaying, Art. 9. We are 


T ven far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, and inclined to 


Evil, (i. e. materially ſuch, the Fleſb lufting againſt TAE 


. » Spirit) than the Aſſembly in ſaying, We are made utterly 
YPpaſite to. of} Good, and wholly t foal] Boil 7 2 
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| -the beſt of Beings ! I would give into any poſſible Suppo- 


\ 
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-or Predeſtination, we muſt not at all wonder at it; eſpe: 
. though : great an Men, being ſomewhat bi- 
in Favour of dee e e fiicy's requires 
aſes, very great critical Skill to give a juſt Account | 
of eee and dead Languages, and much 
in laying the Texts together on any Subject; by which 
* ; however, I muſt think there has, of late Vears, 
been a very ſatisfactory Account given of all the Paſſages that 
relate to theſe difficult Subjects. And if there be ſome difficult 
©aſes in the Courſe of Providence, that may occur to us in think- © 
Ing on theſe Subjects, ariſing from our partial Views and narrow 
C ions, we muſt not at all wonder at it, while we can ſee 
but a Part of Things, and therefore are not competent Judges 
of the whole, and in this our preſent State are obliped to 
evalt by Faith, and not by Sight. — But for GOD's Sake let 
us take Care how we go into any Interpretations, Notions or 
Hypotheſes that do in the moſt odious Manner reflect upon 
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Ation rather than admit of any Notions inconſiſtent with his 
moral Character. We cannot always ſay what is, but we 
may, and muſt, in many Caſes ſay what is not, and cannot be 

conſiſtent with the moral Attributes of GOD, 218 


I had ſaid as you quote, P. 75. That I think it neceſſary in 
Order to ſpeak intelligibly of the Divine Sovereignty, to diſtin- 
guiſh between the Conſideration of GOD as a Bengfactor and as 
a Fudge; And that GOD acts as a Sovereign only with Regard 
to the Beſtowment or withholding of various Abilities and Favours | 
on his Creatures as pleaſeth him, ſuppoſing firſt a Condition 
of. Being better than not to be. Particularly with Regard to 
Mankind, His Sovereignty appears in the Beſtowment of va- 
rious Abilities, Favours and Talents upon them, as proper 
* eans of Probation in this Life; and that, therefore So- 
fereignty has nothing to do with our being made abſolutely 
| Happy or miſerable in the Life to come: For with Regard to 
60 Kitare State, according as both Reafon and Scripture re- 


— the Matter, he acts meerly as a Jucge in rendering us 
ariouſly happy or miſerable according as we ſhall have made 
& good or bad Uſe of the various Powers gr Talents com- 
mitted to our "Truſt in this preſent State of Probation. A 
EE.” | 5 


— 
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 faQtor, and that your Notions of Sovereignty 
Decrees are effectually eſtabliſned: For what GOD does he 


* 


very 


you give up intirely 
Sovereignty 


the eternal Fate of each Individual of Mankind. It is you 


therefore, who by this Conceſſion do manifeſtly pull down 
ing Doctrine leaves no Room for the Being of any State of 


Probation at all; it being a Contradiction in Terms to ſay, 


a Man is in a State of Probation whether he will ds or not 
do, what he can't but do. — Nor does it leave any 
Room for GOD's acting as a Judge at all, unleſs it be meer. 
ly for an unmeaning Show : For, according to you, he. had 
abſolutely and arbitrarily determined their eternal Pate already 


before they had a Being and had done either Good or Evil : 
and had ſo ordered Matters that they 


could not avoĩd doing 
the Good or Evil which they had done. What Senſe or 
Meaning then can there now be in his ſetting in Judgment 
upon them. So that as I ſaid in my former Letter, the 
25th of St. Matthew, and ſuch: like Texts, cannot, as far as 1 


can ſee have any Place at all in your Divinity. 


» 


But you go on and ſay, © Does not GOD ad * 2 nnr. 


adler in the Donation of his ſpecial Grace to whom he 
"mo pleaſes.” Where, by fecial Grace, you mean that ſows? 3 


reign, neceſſitating, invincible Grace, as you call it, which was 
above repreſented. — Now: I aoree, that if GOD does 
beſtow ſuch a Grace he does it indeed as a ſovereign Bene. 
and . abfoluts 


doubtleſs decreed- to do. For, as I ſaid in my former: Let: 
ter, The right May of forming a jaft Notion of GOD's Deerees, 


LE, te judge of them by the Fadis before our” Eyes. If, there 


fore, it be Fact, that by the Diſpoſition which GOD hath 
already made, or by any neceſfitating Influence of his on the 
one Hand, or with-holding it en the other, to each Indivi- 
<ual, the Good are neceflarily good and happy, and the Bad 


Are neceſlarily bad and miſerable, GOD, — ; 


deereed it ſhould be ſo.—— 80 that, the whole | 
Fill undoubtedly tum upon this ſingle Point— But can, you 
8 N TJ 
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dul hey it down for Dodrine, that wicked | Man 


tnt lives: and dies in Sin, is - neceſſarily w and conſe- 

diy miſerable.— This, indeed, muſt be the Caſe, unleſs | 
( * maintain) GOD bas in CHRIST, abſolutely given to 
b a Meaſure of Grace to profit withal; which, if 
Uſe of, in ſuch a Manner. as can reaſonably be 
"Circumſtances, he ſhall bave more ſtill, and 
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it, 

Matthew 25. 29.— I ſay unleſs you W 
this, every Sinner that is deſtitute of this invincible Grace, 
uſt n continue ſuch, and be eternally miſerable: 
| it is im e for him to be reclaim- 

; f therefore GOD has abſolute- { 
| help hin, he muſt neceſſarily die in his 

then who can blame him ſince it never was poſh- 
to do otherwiſe, and Miſery muſt have been the 
Eod for whick he was made, and the Deſign in giving him 
- But what mortal 8 knows and loves GOD 
ht ? — It is therefore De- 
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my Brother Beach's Anſwer to your. indication upon tio 
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— cace-to.defroy all Religion and Morality, and 
all got yy or Mn and render them unmean- 


—— or — ag; While every Thing 
„1 AI no otherwiſe 
a Faye viſe than 


till it iſſues in his Recovery and Ha pi- | 
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#n. Defence of Atiſtocles, Wc. 23 
or uſe rhe Means of Grace if bur Fate is before-hand ſo im- 
mutably fixed, that if it ſhould be already bad, theſe Means 
can only make it worſe ? In ſhort, in your Way, we have 
nothing to do but to wait for this invincible Grace, which if 
it never comes, all we can do will ſtand for nothing, and 
when it comes, it-will do our Buſineſs for us let us do what 
we will: — . And when once it has brought us into a good 
Eſtate, we ſtill have nothing to trouble our ſelves about, for 
it is now as impoſſible for us ever to fail of Happineſs, as it 
was beſore to do any Thing towards it. So that throughout 
our whole Lives, it has a natural Tendency to tempt us to 
ſlacken all our Cares and Prayers and Watchfulneſs. This I 
muſt think is really the Caſe; and it is the greateſt Mercy, 
that theſe Notions are ſo very abſurd, that however Peo- 
ple, through the Prejudice of Education, or from the Au- 
thority of thoſe they have a great Veneration for, think them- 
ſelyes obliged to believe them in Theory, yet from an in- 
ward, native Senſe of Truth and Right, they dare not ven- 
ture upon them in Practice — © — | 5 Ee PIE 2a 


| You have indeed determined this Queſtion in the Affr- 
mative, and aſſerted, (without either Nature or Scripture to 
Juſtify you, and as I humbly conceive in Oppoſition to both, 
| and to your ſelf too, you have aſſerted that this Grace is 
3 #rvincible, though you ſay, there is no Force in it, but inwin- 
dle it js, and there fore neceſſitating : And ſo he that is with- 
a out it, is under a Neceſſity of continuing in Sin; for without 
this invincible Grace it is impoſſible for bim to alter his 
State; as impoſſible as for a dead Man to ariſe out of his 
Grave. Where it is given it is arbitrarily given; and 
where it is with- held it is arbitrarily with-held ; and where. 
it is with-held the Sinner can no more ceaſe to Sin, than he 
dan ceaſe to exift 3 nor is there any Promiſe of Help to his 
beſt Endeavours. Is it not ſo, Sir, according to you? 
— But can it indeed be thus? Is it poſſible, unleſs there 
be, as I faid, a manifeſt double Dealing in all the Offers of 
Mercy made to Mankind ?—You ſay, indeed, P. 73. * The 
<« Sovereignty of GOD's Grace is no Hindrance to any Man 
< living from a Compliance with the Terms of Salvation: 
Every one who is truly willing, &c, will be a Partaker of 
it; and if he is not, whoſe Fault is it ?— True: 5 
But according to your Doctrine, hg cannot be willing without 
hs | | . 2554 


_ 24 Letter to Mr. Dickinſon, 
na ſovereigu invincible Grace: And then, if he be not will. 
ing it is meerly becauſe GOD does not think fit to beſtow ir. 
You allow, He may accept if he will.“ Ves, but accord- 

ing to yon he can no more will to accept than he can create 

2 World. — Pray ſee, Sir, what your Argument comes 
to: Can this be any Thing elſe but tantalizing common 


For, (that I may give a ſummary Anſwer to the remaining 

Fart of your Yindicaticn) Tell me I beſeech you, are not 
theſe Otrers and Encouragements, (as you pleaſe to call them, 
though GOD calls them Promiſes) are they not equally made 

all, as well to the Bad as the Good, the Reprobate as the 
left 7 Was not Judas as much obliged to believe 
them made to him as Peter ——— But according to 
your Doctrine, were they ever intended for him ? ——— 
Was: not Judas to Blame for rejecting them: 
But; according to your Tenet, was it ever in his Power, with 
what Grace was given him, to accept of them ?— I beg of 
you to ſpeak out and anſwer me theſe plain Queſtions ; which 
if wu; fairly and honeſtly do, it is plain to me that you will 
anſwer all that you your {elf have ſaid here againſt the Pro- 
miſes. . And, for GOD's Sake, tell me then, Whether 
your Doctrine does not, by unavoidable Conſequence, deſtroy 
the Covenant of Grace? For, does not a Covenant, in the 
very Nature of it, ſuppoſe Conditions ?— And can there be 
Offers and Promiſes made, with any honeſt Meaning, to Con- 

_ ditions impoſſible to be performed? Has GOD -promiſed 
ſayereign invincible Grace any where in the new Covenant? 
Or is every one that is in a good Eſtate, converted by a Mea- | 

| ſure of Grace that GOD never covenanted to beſtow ? It is 
ſo indeed, according to this Doctrine of your's : But then 
what Meaning can there be in the Covenant of Grace? And 
what will the Infidel ſay to ſuch Repreſentations of GOD 
and the Goſpel as this Doctrine makes ? Is this the GOD 
vou would have me to worſhip ?— Is this the Goſpel you 
would perfwade me to embrace?  -. 


. But let mer inquire farther t— Are not all baptized Chri- 
ſtians in Covenant with GOD ?—— May not they then, at 


leaſt, - plead the Promiſes of GOD. — You fay no; un- 
leſs they be already actually and indefectably good Men. * 


. _ 


nn Defiance of Ariſtocles, cr. iy 
Bat tell me then what | Senſe there can be in their being -ſaid 
to be in Covenant, if there are no Promiſes made to them 


in that Covenant? — What Advantage hath the baptized 

' Perſon beyond him that is an Alien fo the Covenant of Pronaſe ? 

Vou ſay, It is in CnkISr that all the "Promiſes are Tea and 

Amen, (P. 79.) and wicked Men are not in CHRIS, there 

| fore there are no Promiſes to them.—— I anſwer, It: is | 

true, wicked Men are not in Cur1sT in the ſpiritual inviſible | 
Senſe ; but if they are baptized and not-: excommunicated, 
they ate in Cuxisr, as to their viſible ſtanding; being viſible 
Members of his viſible Body, and muſt- be confidered as being 

in Covenant, and conſequently have, through CHRIST, a Right 

to plead the Promiſes of GOD's Help to their ſincere En- 
deavdurs, while they continue in this preſent State of Trial; 
and are favoured with the New Covenant Diſpenſation. 
And J muſt ſtill maintain that they may ſincerely pray and 
endeavour by the Help of common or preventing Grace, tho? 
their Endeavours will not be eſtectual without GOD's further 
Aſſiſtance, which J inſiſt is by Promiſe engaged in the New 
Covenant, and will certainly be granted on thoſe Conditions : 
And thoſe Promiſes Mat. 7. 7, &c. will yet ſtand good to 
fuch, notwithſtanding all the Quibbles you make Uſe of to 
elude them. But Sir, to me it is plain that you utterly 
miſunderſtand that Expreſſion of the Promſes being in ChRIS 

Tea and Amen. Does the Apoſtle ſay the Promifes are Jin 
and Amin, to thoſe only that are in CHRISYν ?— No, he ſays 
no ſuch Thing: He ſays the Premiſes. are in Curi15T, or, 
(as the Word in the Original means) they are by or through 
CHR15T, i. e. by his Purchaſe, and through his Mediation, they 
are Tea and Amen; To every one; not to thoſe only who 
are already in ChxIiSr, but to all Mankind; bey are Tea and 
Amen, 1. e. they are certainly to be depended upon. 


But ſuppoſe all this were allowed, you will till reply, What 
ſhall we ſay of thoſe who never heard of Caz1sT ?— Are not 
they, by the ſovereign Diſpoſal of Almighty GOD, laid under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of continuing in Sin and being eternally 
miſerable ? See P. 66. I anſwer, By no Means. 

It is, indeed, by the ſovereign Diſpoſal of GOD: (as I allow- 
ed before) that they are deſtitute of the ineftimable Talent of 
the Goſpel, or the explicit Knowledge of a Saviour: Which 
J never doubted to be conſiſtent with the moral-Attributes — 
80 | =: D : ; mor 
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yet; fo. far as the Light of Reaſon or Tradition extends, they 
are a Low to ibemſelves, and forw the Work of the Laau writ: 
ter im their Hearts, their Conſciences alſo bearing Witneſs, and 
. (Thoughts accufing- or excuſing . tbem, i. e. according as 
their Behaviour is conformable or contrary to the inward Senſe 
ef their own Minds or Conſciences; (which to them is the 
Ia of 60D) but this could not be the Caſe, if they were 
under an abſolute Neceſſity of living and dying in Sin: 80 
that their Caſe, bad as it is, I hope, is not fo utterly deſperate | 
and deplorable as you ſeem to apprehend it, — But, I would 
humbly beg Leave to aſk. you on this Head, Whether Men 
may not be ſa id to be ſaved by CHI r who never heard of 
kim ?— Or whether an explicit Knowledge of Cuzisr is ab- 
Alutely neceflary in Order to enjoy the Benefit of that Re. 
_ demption which he hath purchaſed ?——= -If you ſay ſo; I 
would-aſk, How then can any Infants at all be-faved ?——— 
You doubtleſs allow ſome may; and if they may be faved 
without the explicit Knowledge of CurisT; being uncapable of 
It, why not others to whom it was equally impoſſible to come 
to the Knowledge of him; not through any Fault of theirs, 
ſor which, therefore, they ſhall never have to anſwer, but 
meerly by the ſovereign Diſpoſal of the Almighty.— And 
why may we not ſuppoſe and hope that GOD will deal with 
them according to the gracious Tenor of the Covenant of 


Grace, purchaſed equally by Cuxisr for. all Mankind, altho 


they are nat favoured with the explicit Knowledge and Seals 
of it — I he the GOD of the Jews only, ſays St. Paul, Rom. 
3. 29. And I may, for the ſame Reaſon ſay; Is he the GOD 
of the Chriſtians only? I he not the GON of the Gentiles 
alſo ?— Doubtleſs he is the common Father of all Mankind, 
and the ſame LORD over all, ir rich unto all, and bis tender 
 Mercies are over all bis Works, (Rom. 10. 12. Pſal. 145. 9.) 
And he hath expreſly declared-that, Ewery Man hall: be: ac- 
Cepted according to what he hath, and not according to what be 
bath not, 2 Cor. 8. 12. (which is there ſet down as a general 
| and etemal Rule of Equity) and that. he is ro Reher of 
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OB 
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* 


cumſtances will admit of: For he #5 net a hard Maſter, en- 
petting to reap where be hath not ſoauad, or to. gather cube 
he ' hath not firawed. Mat. 253 Zh If dau t h 
their LORD's Vill, fo expreſly as we do; h. 
Things worthy of Stripes, they. ſhall be braten u but 
Luke 12: 48.— And if they are not under Advantage to b 
qualified for that bleſſed State which ſhall be the peculiar 
ward of good Chriftians ; yet, I hope they may, Multitudes 
of them be qualified for ſuch a Condition of Being in ano- 
ther. World, as ſhall be very deſireable and capable of further 
Ingrovement. Nay ChRIST＋ tells us expreſly, Mat. 8. 11. That 
many ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt, and Sall fit daun 

| «with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingdem of Heaven: 
When tbe Chilaren of the Kingdem, i. e. who were diſobedient 
and impenitent, Gall be caſt out into utter Darkneſs, &c. He 
moreover affures us, (Jok. 14. 2.) That in his Father's Houſe 
there are many. Manſions. — There are therefore, undoubtedly, 
inferior Manſions for thoſe that are, by his ſovereign Diſpoſal, 


inferior, but well-meaning Creatures, who, by his Help, have 
conſcientiouſly lived up: to what Light they had, as far as their 
Frailty would admit, (of which there have been many remar- - - 


kable Inftances in the. Heathen World) as well as various high- 
er and more glorious Manſiom for thoſe who; by Means, of 


| the peculiar Helps and Advantages of Chriſtianity, had Op- 
portunity to be qualified for them. May it not be ſo? . 
However they are in the Hands of a good and merci - 


ful GOD, who is alike the. Father of all immortal Spirits; 
and in his Hands we may ſafely leave them ; in whom we 


_ ſecurely * 1 | his 65 1 
| + his - own Conduct, and that the 0 
| Face * 24% N Eärth : will do nothing but _— 
and that every Month - Head be Aae in ee e e 
not by Dint of ſovereiz Aarbitrary- and 

Power, but, by an inward Conviction of he Fit. 
neſs and. Reaſdhabileneſs of all his Proceedings, with Re. 
gard tõ the Condition of every Individual of his Creatures 
I would therefore, as I ſaid, admit of any poflible — 


dn, rather than of any Thing that may ſo Ro as cm woes] 
 fiftent with his motal CANE, 8 5 | 3 


I will add nere but my camel Wiſhes, That we en 1 
on all. Sides, be above all Things careful, for the Sake of the 
Love of GOD, (which is my greateſt Motive in Writing,) 
that we do hy no Means advance or inculcate any Notions or 
Dodtrines that may reflect Diſhonour upon that beſt of- Be. 
ings, and upon the Goſpel of his Grace, or be any Ways de- 
trimental to any of the Souls which he hath maſs [ e Mz 


Ta ain, with the utmoſt _—_— 
| Your Faithful ; : 
And humble Servant, 
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